[Unusual case of 18p- syndrome: diagnosis using a cloned DNA fragment].
The patient with atypical clinic picture of 18p- syndrome is described. The in situ hybridization technique was used to localize chromosome 18-specific cloned sequence to metaphase chromosomes of the proband. The predominant hybridization was found in pericentromeric regions of homologous chromosome 18. The amount of pericentromeric DNA measured by in situ hybridization was different in homologous chromosomes and the number of radioactive grains was statistically greater in the normal chromosome 18 than in the chromosome 18p-. The cause of asymmetrical hybridization of probes to homologous chromosomes 18 is discussed. The results obtained indicate that this probe may be useful in clinical cytogenetics for identification of chromosome 19 in metaphase and interphase cells, determination of breakpoints or studies of pericentromeric DNA polymorphisms.